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Why Central + Southwest Virginia Weddings?
Say “I DO” to the Central + Southwest Virginia Weddings magazine!

In its 29th year, this FREE regional publication is more popular than ever. 
This is the go-to magazine for Central + Southwest Virginia couples ages 

22-45 with wedding budgets anywhere from $28,000 to $65,000.
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Alexa and Matt on their wedding day 
at Cedar Oaks Farm. See more of 
their wedding on page 22. Photo By: 
Heather Kidd Photography.
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Find more inspiration from local weddings 
on page 22. Photo By: Vaughan House.
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Photos and videos are no longer the only way to memorialize 
standout moments from one’s wedding day; live wedding 
painting is an increasingly popular practice that not only 
commits these moments to memory in a tangible way, 
but also adds a dynamic performance element to event 

proceedings. The art of live wedding painting extends beyond the art 
itself—it’s an intimate experience in which the artist shares their gift 
and imbues a highly personal and carefully curated event with even 
more emotion and artistry.

LIVE WEDDING 
PORTRAIT PAINTER 

Alexandra 
Gravely

ARTIST PROFILE

Alexandra Gravely, owner of Rose Fine Arts, 
is a Pulaski-based portraitist whose talent in 
and passion for painting live wedding portraits 
make her a sought-after vendor in and around 
Southwest Virginia.

Before doing her first live wedding painting 
on September 16, 2023, Gravely went to 
school for graphic design and built a following 
by sharing her paintings online. She now 
paints at weddings frequently, and she 
notes that her approach has evolved from 
an emphasis on setting to an emphasis on a 
couple’s characteristics and expressions.

“When I first started, I focused heavily on 
capturing the scenery and backgrounds of each 
venue,” she remarked. “Over time, I’ve shifted 
toward a closer, more intimate view of the couple. 
This allows me to bring more detail, emotion,  
and expression into the portrait.”

Gravely uses professional-grade and quick-
drying acrylics on high-quality canvases to 
produce heirloom portraits within an impressive 
timeframe—she completes most paintings within 
seven hours. Her pricing varies based on the 
location of the event and canvas size, and she 

welcomes opportunities to paint 
on canvases of different shapes, 
sizes, and even compositions.

“I’m always open to creative ideas 
with canvas sizes and shapes,” 
she said. “Ovals have become 
a favorite lately, and I’ve even 
painted a wedding portrait on a 
vinyl record. I love when couples 
request something unexpected!”

According to Gravely, most 
couples choose to memorialize 
their first kiss as a married couple or their 
recessional, which she calls “moments full of 
energy, emotion, and movement.” Although 
she enjoys and excels at painting any wedding 
moment during any season, she does have 
personal favorites.

“I love painting a dip pose [because] it really 
lets me highlight the details of the dress and the 
movement of the moment,” she noted. “I also love 
fall weddings. The warm colors, the changing 
leaves, and the mountains in the distance make 
every background feel magical.”

With her distinct blend of realism and soft 
romanticism and her dedication to her craft and 
her clients, Gravely is undoubtedly a vendor 
worth booking for your 2026 wedding.

“The most rewarding part [of painting live 
wedding portraits] is knowing that my work 
becomes a meaningful keepsake for couples,” 
she said. “I love meeting families and creating 
something that becomes part of their story.”

For more information about Rose Fine Arts, visit 
rose-fine-arts.com, search “Rose Fine Arts” on 
Facebook, or search @rosepuggle on Instagram.

Photo By: Matthew Gravely

Photo Courtesy: Alexandra Gravely

Photo Courtesy: Alexandra GravelyPhoto Courtesy: Alexandra Gravely

Photo By: Matthew Gravely
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UPFRONT

SEPTEMBER 23, 2025
FOREST ,  VA

Karen
++

“Karen and Tillman’s wedding was such 
an honor to host! They had a very small 
guest count and put their budget toward 
the things that were important to them. 
Karen was so laid back and put her full 
trust in our team to handle her vision 
and guide her day. They stayed in our 

cottage so they were able to leisurely get 
ready while everything else was done by 
our team. She was smiling and laughing 

the entire day and told us afterwards 
how special and perfect everything 

was. It was truly such a magical day!”

– Megan Vaughan  
(Owner of Vaughan House)

Details
Photographer: Vaughan House

Venue: Vaughan House

Coordinator/Planner: Vaughan House

Gown Retailer: Anahbridal

Florist: Vaughan House

Hair Stylist: Locks & Lashes

Makeup Artist: Locks & Lashes

DJ/Entertainment Services:  
Vaughan House

Catering:  
El Gordo’s Kitchen Food Truck

TILLMANTILLMAN
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REAL WEDDINGS

STATEMENT FLORALS STEALING THE SHOW

W hen it comes to wedding checklists, florals 
are almost always a priority item. Nearly all 
weddings incorporate florals in some capacity 
to echo and enhance the beauty and emotion of 
the occasion and to express the distinct style 

and personality of the couple at hand. That said, the overarching 
concept of wedding florals is steeped in tradition and can thus tend 
toward convention; some couples may feel compelled to curtail their 
floral curiosity and creativity in an effort to “follow the rules” set 
forth by previous weddings in their families, the purview of popular 
culture, and beyond.

If you are tempted to prune your wildest wedding floral dreams, let 
this serve as a sign to put down your shears: just as some of nature’s 
most stunning flowers grow free and untamed, so too should 
your ideas. These days, bold and unconventional wedding floral 
practices—from unexpected flower choices and color palettes to 
innovations in installation pieces and sustainability practices—are 
becoming increasingly prevalent, giving you more options than ever 
before to fully express your unique love story through floriography.

Beyond the Bouquet
Photo Courtesy: Wild Grove Florals
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STYLESTYLE

COMPOSITION
The path to cultivating your own personal  
garden of wedding florals begins with selecting 
which types of flowers you’d like to use.  
More traditional and frequently used flowers 
like roses, peonies, ranunculuses, calla lilies, 
and gardenias are beautiful and timeless, but 
bolder blooms beckon. Proteas, anthuriums, 
and anemones are just a few standout focal 
florals with a lot of personality, and there 
are also a myriad of unique accent flower 
options to frame and punch up your focals.

Candice Loyd, who co-owns new Lynchburg-
based floral shop Wild Grove Florals with Carolyn 
Seibel, has a particular favorite uncommon 
accent flower that lends a touch of modern 
whimsy to wedding arrangements.

“One of my absolute favorite accent flowers is 
craspedia,” Loyd said. “The blooms are these little 
yellow balls that look like nature’s version of little 
celebratory balloons, so I love adding them to a 
bright, warm, and cheerful arrangement.”

COLOR
Daring and unexpected color palettes can 
also help you create a floral story that’s 
more personal and less Pinterest-persuaded. 
For instance, palettes that include multiple 
rainbow hues or gothic shades—or that 
feature more than five colors generally—and 
palettes that combine high-contrast colors 
can give your wedding a distinctive and 
dynamic edge.

Another outlying option is an all-green color 
palette, which is one of Loyd’s top picks.

“I’m really drawn to all-green weddings,” she 
noted. “They’re very sleek and minimalistic, 
but they also look very luxurious and allow 
you to play around with texture in a way that 
you can’t when you have a bunch of flowers 
included. These wedding arrangements 
typically feature different eucalyptuses, ferns, 
and other types of greenery, potentially 
alongside some green flowers. Greenery tends 
to get overlooked when it comes to weddings.”

CONFIGURATION
Of course, composition and color aren’t the 
only aesthetics you can customize creatively 
for your wedding; you can also think outside 
the box—or rather, the bouquet—when it comes 
to configuration. Beyond the fairly standard 
floral placements of bridal party bouquets 
and boutonnieres, corsages for select family 
members, compact end-of-aisle and reception 
table arrangements, and the occasional arbor 
featuring a corner or two draped in flowers, 
an exciting world of wearable and installation 
floral options awaits. Flowers incorporated into 
hair, jewelry, and gowns—and even woven into 
shawls—allow one to act as a living canvas 
and to take self-expression to dramatic new 
heights. Speaking of dramatic heights, towering 
floral installations—along with sculptural 
pieces in eye-catching shapes and/or placed 

in unconventional locations—are additional 
configuration options that you and your guests 
will never forget.

Loyd loves statement flower crowns and fondly 
recalls a standout installation piece she helped 
work on at previous floral shop and Lynchburg 
staple The Hip Tulip, which gave rise to Wild 
Grove Florals when its owner (and Loyd and 
Seibel’s mentor) Kelli Willis retired.

“We made an 8-foot column out of chicken 
wire that we put greens and flowers into,” she 
remarked. “It featured a lot of baby’s breath and 
almost looked like a column made of clouds!”

As Wild Grove Florals’s wedding schedule fills 
up, Loyd looks forward to delving into more 
installation pieces and hopes to one day tackle a 
grand archway completely covered in blooms.

SUSTAINABILITY
Although sustainability isn’t as glamorous as 
the other components in this list, it is the most 
significant aspect of telling a floral story that is as 
natural and enduring as your love story. Working 
with a florist who prioritizes sustainable practices 
such as composting, using preserved flowers, and 
sourcing organic and/or locally-grown flowers—
practices that are fortunately on the rise—is sure 
to elevate your senses of ownership and pride in 
your wedding long after the event occurs.

“We try to use locally sourced flowers as often as 
possible,” said Loyd. “We’ve already gotten flower 
buckets from Great Day Gardens, which is based 
in Forest and which sets up shop across from us 
at the Lynchburg Farmer’s Market every week. I 
actually also have a garden in my backyard that 
I’ve been personally tending to. I’ve been working 
on a project in which I use our flower scraps to 
do composting for the garden. When floral waste 
goes into a landfill, it creates methane gas. We do 
try to dry as many flowers as we can after they 
pass their expiration dates and use them in dry 
arrangements, but if they aren’t suitable for that 
purpose, we try to compost them to help make the 
garden bigger and more nutrient-rich.”

No matter how you decide to make a statement 
with your wedding florals, try to be sure that 
your collective voice as a couple rings loud and 
clear and that your authenticity outweighs an 
allegiance to tradition. As Wild Grove says of 
their forward-thinking florals: “These aren’t your 
grandmother’s flower arrangements.”

Beyond the Bouquet

Photo Courtesy: Wild Grove Florals
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When you advertise with the Central + Southwest Virginia Weddings, you expose 

your business to your ideal target audience — future brides & grooms — through a 

publication that speaks directly to their needs and desires to locate vendors to help 

plan their special day. With over 15,000 printed copies annually and a directory listing 

on our website, centralvirginiaweddings.com/business-directory, you can be assured 

that your business will be visible all over Central + Southwest Virginia.

Central + Southwest Virginia 

Weddings features everything about 

the “Big Day.”  With content spanning 

from fashion and food to flowers and 

more with a hyper-local focus on real 

Central + Southwest Virginia weddings 

that won’t be found in the national 

magazines or websites. 

Quality
Trending

Content

COMPLIMENTARY

™

2026

Real
Weddings

Inspiration From 

Local Weddings

DREAM BIG, 

PLAN SMALL

Why a Micro Wedding 

Might Be Right for You

DOWNTOWN 

DESTINATIONS

Dynamic & Unique 

Urban Venues



SPECIAL PROGRAMS

DISTRIBUTION

Real Weddings Package
Have one of your top weddings highlighted 
in a full page "feature" format.  
Special discounted rates apply to these 
formatted ads. (See Rate Card)

Luanette and Noel were both civil engineering 
majors at Tidewater Community College. From physics to 
chemistry, they attended the same classes but never spoke. 
During Noel’s last semester, he finally asked Luanette on 
a date and the rest was history. Since then, the two have 
accomplished many milestones together from graduating 
college to acquiring dream positions in their field. It took 
Noel two long years to speak to Luanette, but every romantic 
can learn a lesson from their story: don’t wait until it’s too 
late—maybe the love of your life has been in front of you the 
entire time. With a little confidence, one stride can make a 
big change in your life; and one you will not regret.

Luanette wanted a Bohemian Rustic and natural vibe 
for their wedding. She loved the natural beauty at the 
Hermitage and wanted to enhance it. Her color palette was 
deep peach, terracotta, cream and white; the floral design 
concept consisted of toffee roses, lisianthus, amaranthus, 
delphinium, ranunculus and several dried elements. Noel 
and Luanette created their hexagonal wedding arch, table 
numbers and signage, and florist Courtney Inghram helped 
bring her vision to life. She enjoyed handpicking every detail, 
from the vases to plate chargers to napkin foldings.

Hermitage Museum & Gardens
7637 North Shore Road, Norfolk, VA 23505
757-423-2052 • thehermitagemuseum.org

College 
Sweethearts

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Kai Villanueva Photo

VENUE 
Hermitage Museum 

& Gardens

PLANNER 
Sunkissed Events

FLORALS 
Courtney Inghram

RENTALS 
Distinctive Event Rentals

DRESS 
Rue de Seine Bridal 

from Lovely Bride, DC

j

SPONSORED CONTENT

A total of 15,000 magazines are  

circulated throughout the Central + Southwest Virginia area including the Greater Lynchburg, Roanoke, 

Blacksburg, Danville, Farmville and the Charlottesville areas. The distribution locations include wedding 

venues, services and Central + Southwest Virginia Weddings advertisers. This is a great benefit and 

added value to advertising with Central + Southwest Virginia Weddings.

Expanded 
Coverage Area  

in 2027!
Charlottesville

Farmville

Lynchburg

Danville

Roanoke

Blacksburg
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DOUBLE PAGE SAMPLE
Full page display ad along side full page 

designed editorial. Editorial page includes up 
to 200 words of copy, vendor list and up to 4-5 

images depending on supplied word count. 

FULL PAGE SAMPLE
Includes up to 150 words of copy, 
vendor list and up to 4-5 images 

depending on supplied word count.

Elizabeth & Ben came to us with a base vision rooted in classical tones full of rich 

color, but didn’t know where to start with pulling their vision together. We were absolutely 

inspired by the direction they saw for the day and worked with them to build an incredible 

vendor team while refining their vision from concept to reality. Their wedding took place 

on a stunning October day with a ceremony backed by coastal Virginia’s picturesque 

inlets, surrounded by rich color, texture, and most importantly, close friends and family. 

At the end of their celebration, Elizabeth and Ben saw no better way to end the day than 

with a helicopter exit where they flew off into the sunset!

Elizabeth & Ben
SPONSORED CONTENT

Planning & Design:   
Sincerely Jane Events - Kimberly McQueen 

Photography: Heather Mrva Photography 

Venue: Cedar Point Club 

Florist: Lewis Floral Events 

Beauty: Wadsworth Style 

Brides Dress: Tiffanys Bridal 

Groomsmen: Generation Tux 

Ceremony/Reception Entertainment:  
Astro Event Company DJ Freddy 

Cocktail Hour Entertainment: 757 Strings 

Baker: Flour Child Bakery 

Stationery: Dancing Pen and Press 

Rentals: Curated Events Chesapeake 

Rentals: BBJLaTavola 

Helicopter Sendoff:  
Hampton Roads Helicopters 
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Ad Space & Sponsorship Deadline:  
January 9, 2027 

Ad Approval Deadline:   
January 16, 2027 

2027 Central + Southwest Virginia Wedding Showcase 

Rates & Additional Information

Event Details
Date: September 20, 2026 • Time: 1–4 p.m.
Where: Tresca on 8th, Lynchburg, VA
Setup Time: Sunday, 9:30 a.m. to Noon
Booth Tear Down/Clean Up: Sunday, 4–6 p.m.

Booth Fees
Standard Booth Package
Standard Booth Space • $275 (CSVWED advertisers) • $320 (Non-CVSWED advertisers)
Includes: �Table, 2 chairs, tablecloth, and 8.5”x 11” sign

Premier Booth Package
Premier Booth Space • $375 (CSVWED advertisers) • $475 (Non-CSVWED advertisers)
Includes: Table, 2 chairs, tablecloth, and 8.5”x 11” sign.

Door Prizes
Door prizes will be accepted from participating vendors. We will accept door 
prizes on a first–come, first–served donation basis. We ask that all door prizes 
be valued at $25 or more and be a “free and clear” item/gift/service—something 
the bride may win with no strings attached. Promotions will be done through the 
Central + Southwest Virginia Weddings Facebook page. Please supply us with 
your logo and a photo of the door prize, if available. All winners will collect prizes 
from vendors at their booth.

Other Information
Admission is $5 in advance and $10 at the door. Vendors will receive a packet 
with promotional materials to promote the event. Information will be available 
on our website for you to link the event on your own site.

For Advertising Information Contact:
Email: lynchburgsales@vgnet.com

Missy Thoma, Account Executive: 434-941-6506, missy@lynchburgmag.com 
Cindy Bryant, Account Executive: 434-841-4490, cindy@lynchburgmag.com

Jeff Perkins, VistaMedia: 864-617-9373, jeffp@lynchburgmag.com
Shiree Carr, Account Executive: 540-293-3893, scarr@vistamediainc.com

Ad Size Width x Height Rates Premier Booth Standard Booth Distribution

1/8 page 3.875” x 2.125” $510 $475 / $375 with ad $320 / $275 with ad

15,000 Copies  
Printed Annually 

Racked at  
Wedding Businesses & 
Advertisers throughout 

Coverage Area

Virtual Magazine— 
Unlimited Readership + 

Complimentary Listing on 
CentralVirginiaWeddings.com

1/4 page 3.875” x 4.625” $770 $475 / $375 with ad $320 / $275 with ad

1/2 page  
(Horizontal or Vertical)

Horiz: 8.125” x 4.625”
Vert: 3.875” x 9.75” $1,170 $475 / $375 with ad $320 / $275 with ad

Full Page
9” x 10.875”

 (plus .125” bleed) $2,170 $475 / $375 with ad $320 / $275 with ad

Real Weddings Full Page
9” x 10.875”

 (plus .125” bleed) $1,560 $475 / $375 with ad $320 / $275 with ad

Double Page
18” x 10.875”

 (plus .125” bleed) $3,900 $475 / $375 with ad $320 / $275 with ad

Real Weddings Double Page
18” x 10.875”

 (plus .125” bleed) $2,970 $475 / $375 with ad $320 / $275 with ad

Back Cover
9” x 10.875”

(plus .125” bleed) $3,640 $475 / $375 with ad $320 / $275 with ad

Inside Covers, Inside Facing 
Back Cover, Page 3

9” x 10.875”
 (plus .125” bleed) $3,390 $475 / $375 with ad $320 / $275 with ad

SPONSORSHIP  Prices:  Gold $2,530   Silver $1,685
•	 Premier Sponsorship Wedding Showcase Booth  (see above)
•	 Full page (Gold) Half page (Silver) ad in Central + Southwest Virginia Weddings

• 	� Logo representation on marketing materials as either Gold or Silver level. All print 
and digital materials, as well as recognition on CentralVirginiaWeddings.com

•	 Ability to speak/sponsor a special prize at the event

September 20, 2026  •  Tresca on 8th  •  RESERVE YOUR BOOTH TODAY!
For 28 years, the Central + Southwest Virginia Weddings Showcase has been a place for top businesses and 

organizations to provide answers and services to hundreds of couples who are planning their wedding day. 
We are inviting you to be part of this spectacular event as it is an opportunity to present your business to hundreds 

of guests from across the region. Each space comes with a table, a tablecloth and two chairs. Also included is the 
extremely valuable contact list of all wedding registrants and guests in attendance. 

All spots are on a first-come, first-served basis. You may reserve your space by submitting your contract, along with 
a non-refundable deposit of 50% of the total. The space is limited, so reserve yours today!
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