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KURT RHEINHEIMER, editor in chief, has been 
with Leisure since 1984 and was Blue Ridge 
Country’s first editor. Magazines under his 
editorship have won more than 100 region-
al, national and international awards. His 
magazine and fiction writing have also been 
recognized by the Wall Street Journal and 
The New York Times Review of Books. He has 
presented readings and workshops on writing 
at colleges and universities including Hollins 
University, the University of Alabama and at 
Atlanta’s Lovett School.

AUSTIN CLARK, art director, holds a bachelor’s 
degree in visual communications from the 
University of South Carolina. She has worked 
at Leisure since 2007 and became art director 
in October 2011.

CAROLINE MCKEAN, associate art director, has 
worked for small businesses all over the coun-
try in niche markets elevating the branding and 
design process for each through brand stan-
dard identification and adherence to branding 
strategy, market-knowledge, and a keen eye 
for design style that fits each company’s target 
market.  She is a graduate of Marietta College 
in Fine Arts-Graphic Design.  At Leisure she 
draws upon her knowledge and experience to 
create clean, original designs, all undertaken 
with an efficency that follows the project from 
start to finish, on time and on budget. 

CARA ELLEN MODISETT, editor at large, has 
been recognized with state, national and inter-

national awards in editing, writing and broad-
cast, and has written the text for two books 
on the Blue Ridge Parkway. She is a frequent 
speaker throughout the Southeast.

ELIZABETH HUNTER, contributing editor, has 
shared her thoughts, dreams and opinions on 
gardening, life in the mountains, the environ-
ment, family and community since Blue Ridge 
Country’s first issue was published in 1988. 
An author of several anthologies, as well as 
author of collaborative efforts on such topics 
as gardening and the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
Hunter also teaches nature writing at John 
C. Campbell Folk School where she shares 
her international-award-winning talents with 
students of all ages.

JOE TENNIS, contributing editor, is an 
award-winning columnist and featured writer 
for the Bristol Herald Courier in Bristol, Va., and 
the author of seven books including “Beach to 
Bluegrass.” He is Blue Ridge Country’s work-
horse contributor, traveling the entire eight-
state region to create distinct travel pieces.

DEBORAH HUSO, contributing editor, is a Phi 
Beta Kappa graduate with a masters from 
William and Mary. Credits include national and 
regional magazines such as AAA, Audubon, 
Country Home, Ladies’ Home Journal, The 
Washingtonian and more.

LEONARD M. ADKINS, contributing writer, has 
been referred to as “The Habitual Hiker” by 

Backpacker magazine due to the more than 
19,000 miles he has hiked around the world. 
A six-time AT thru-hiker, Adkins is the author 
of more than a dozen books on the outdoors 
and nature. Awards include the Outdoor Book 
Award, several awards from the Society of 
American Travel Writers, and a West Virginia 
Press Association Lifetime Columnist award.

PAT AND CHUCK BLACKLEY, contributing 
photographers, are a photographic and writing 
team with a special love of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. They have eight sole-photographer 
books. Clients include Backpacker, Defenders 
of Wildlife, Frommer’s, National Geographic, 
National Parks Foundation, National Park Ser-
vice, Natural History, Sierra, Time/Life and the 
Wilderness Society. 

SU CLAUSON WICKER, contributing editor, is 
the author of “Off the Beaten Path in West 
Virginia” and “Inn-to-Inn Walking Guide for Vir-
ginia and West Virginia,” which won the West 
Virginia Best Media Book Award. Her work 
has appeared in publications including The 
Washington Post, Country Living, Raleigh News 
& Observer and the Cleveland Plain Dealer.

NANCY HENDERSON, regular columnist and 
writer for Blue Ridge Country, is a contributing 
editor to Exceptional Parent(EP) and Blush and 
has written for Smithsonian, Parade, The New 
York Times, Southwest Airlines Spirit, Amer-
ican Profile, Southern Living and US Airways 
magazine. 
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